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February 08, 2020
Executive Council Quarterly Meeting

Present:
W Alan Coulter, Ph.D
Bridget Sonnier-Hillis, Ph.D
Kim VanGeffen, Ph.D
Amanda Raines, Ph.D
Chris Parkinson, Ph.D
William “Gig” Costelloe, Ph.D
Matt Holcomb, Ph.D
Erin Reuther, Ph.D
ValaRay J Irvin, Ph.D

Guest:
Courtland Chaney, Ph.D

Introductions and Governance of Meetings: 
President Coulter called the meeting to order at 9:38am.  The agenda was presented by Dr. Coulter and, the mission of LPA, which is “to support and advance psychology as a science, as a profession, and as a means of promoting health, education, and human welfare” was read by Dr. Costelloe.

Committee Reports:
Treasure’s Report:  Dr. Costelloe reviewed his submitted report to the EC; there was $5,000 taken from the saving account to go towards the convention cost.  The lobbying cost increased from $6600 to $7500.  According to Dr. Costelloe, to date LPA has $45,997.61 in its checking account, and $21,568.16 in its saving.

Communications:  Dr. Parkinson thanked everyone who has volunteered to work with the committee and stated he feels very positive about the direction of the work at this point.  The committee continues to work on various links, for example, the find a psychologist link.  Dr. Parkinson is hopeful that the site will “go live” in May.
Concerns shared were:  the webpage needs an official statement on diversity.  The new chair of the Diversity is Dr. Stephanie Grant of Xavier University of Louisiana.  Dr. Parkinson stated he would contact Dr. Grant and ask for a statement on diversity and present to the EC during our April meeting.  He anticipates the statement being on the webpage by May.  Additional concerns were the placement of sponsorships, and CEP application fee.  In the matter of the former, it was suggested that all sponsorships be placed on the convention page and, in the latter, it was suggested that the recommendation to increase the CEP application fee to $150, as well as asking the convention committee to approve CEP requests, should be brought back to the committee by Dr. Raines for discussion.

Membership and Membership Services:   Dr. Holcomb reported that he has been busy reviewing other state organizations descriptions and roles of various levels of memberships as well as services they provide.  He agreed to contact Dr. Randall Lemoine to learn of his continued interest on this committee.  Dr. Holcomb has been busy making connections with various groups to interest them in joining LPA.  He will be meeting with LSU clinical faculty, and recently presented at LAMP meeting; his topic was the “Role of Sleep.”  Lastly, he shared the following about current membership numbers:
			Areas			Numbers
			Full			41
			Students		10
			Academics		11
			ECP     			  9
			Not renewed		71
The cut-off for renewals is February 15, 2020; seven days before purging Dr. Holcomb will contact members to remind them to renew their memberships.  He will also send out “thank you” card to new members.

Convention and Education:  Dr. Raines reported that the convention committee met in January planning for the May 8-9-2020 convention.  According to her, 80% of the speakers are confirmed, CEPs, the hotel, which is the Sheraton Metairie, are all confirmed!  The committee is looking forward to a great selection of programming options, for example, science café’, Lunch&Learn, assessment and testing, research, treatment models, and a variety of current professional topics.  There remained some budgetary things to work out which Dr. Raines would report on during the April meeting.

Legislative & Governmental Affairs: Dr. Reuther previously submitted a written report to the EC.  She reminded the EC of the start of the Legislative Session which is March 9, 2020, and that they are beginning with 1/3 new members.   Senator Regina Barrow is Vice Chair of the Health and Welfare committee.  She also shared that the Legislative award will be given during the May conference.  Dr. Reuther stated this year’s theme for her committee as “Being Proactive.”  She will be forwarding notice of LPA Day at the Capitol to the EC later, and that the committee will be meeting on February 28, 2020.

Professional Affairs:  Dr. VanGeffen mentioned that her committee has been monitoring issues/concerns with the EPPP-2 and that they will be meeting with the Executive Director of the LSBEP.  She has also been in contact with Dr. Amy Heneke concerning concerns about the EPPP-2.  The committee is considering having Dr. Larry Dilks participate in their April meeting.
Members attending the PLC in Washington, D.C. are: Drs. Amanda Raines, Erin Reuther, and Lacy Seymour.  The EC was reminded that the president-elect is reimbursed up to $400 where $100 is for registration.

Lunch Break:  12:33pm
Reconvened: 1:04pm 

Public Affairs: Drs. Bridget Sonnier-Hillis, and Courtland Lee discussed several special interest sub-committees, e.g., Speakers Bureau, Diversity and Advocacy, and Disaster Response Network- which is currently inactive.  Again, Dr. Stephanie Grant has agreed to be the APA Diversity Delegate for LPA.  On January 24, 2020 they met with representative Jared LuDeux from OLOL to discuss ways LPA and OLOL could collaborate on community educational programming.  Dr. Sonnier-Hillis will be attending a Women’s Health event on February 15, 2020.  On August 29, 2020 there will be a ‘Girls Day Out” event; all are welcome to attend.  Dr. Sonnier-Hillis also mentioned that Ascension Parish’s St. Elizabeth Hospital, which is an affiliate of OLOL, will also be participating in the August 29, 2020 “Girls Day Out” event.  Ascension also hosts a monthly group for people 59 years-old and up.  LPA will be collaborating with Associated Women’s Health on February 15, 2020 sponsoring a women’s health forum.  The EC discussed ways it could brand specific items for these activities and events.

APA Representative- Dr. Lucinda DeGrange  no report as Dr. DeGrange was not in attendance.

Dr. Coulter reminded the EC that we will be meeting on April 4, 2020 at Dr. VanGeffen’s home.  He also reminded the EC that the treasurer’s position, and the president-elect are both open.  Drs. Holcomb, and Sonnier-Hillis’ terms will expire.

Meeting adjourned at 1:44pm


Submitted by
Dr. ValaRay J Irvin
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